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ABSTRACT

Current methods of measuring liquid conductivity (especially conductivity of seawater) consist

of a pair of electrodes dipped into the liquid along with a measurement unit to estimate the

conductivity of the liquid. This method has the drawback that the electrodes exposed to the liquid

corrode over time thereby causing the measurement unit to estimate the conductivity of the liquid

and the contamination over the electrodes. This results in faulty measurement and necessitates

the invention of a new method to overcome this flaw. In this paper, we propose a method to

measure the conductivity of liquids (with emphasis on seawater) using non-contact electrodes to

a high degree of precision. Conductivity of the liquid can be measured once its resistance is

known. Thus, we make use of Ohm’s law to first measure the liquid’s resistance from which its

conductivity can be computed. The proposed unit has specially designed non-contact electrodes,

and an interfacing circuit that consists of an instrumentation amplifier and a current-to-voltage

converter. From Ohm’s law, we can compute the resistance of the liquid, by measuring the

voltage across as well as the current flowing through the column of liquid. The voltage across the

column of liquid is measured using an instrumentation amplifier. The current through the liquid

is measured using a current-to-voltage converter, whose output voltage serves as a proxy for the

current. To test the performance of the circuit, simulations were performed in LTSpice. The

resistance of the liquid was varied from 40 to 60 Ohms which is assumed to be the standard

range for seawater resistance. The outputs of the voltages from the instrumentation amplifier and

the current-to-voltage converter were measured and made use of in two different approaches to

estimate the resistance of the column of seawater. The first approach involves making use of

peak values of the voltages of the instrumentation amplifier and the current-to-voltage converter.

It was observed that this approach wasn’t good enough to achieve the desired precision of an

error of ±0.0001 Ohm in the estimate of the resistance of the liquid. Thus, a more reliable

measure of the outputs of the instrumentation amplifier and the current to voltage converter was

necessary. The second approach involves using the RMS values of the voltages of the

instrumentation amplifier and the current-to-voltage converter. Since the RMS values are

relatively quite stable, the RMS values of the output voltages were measured for different values

of the resistance of the liquid. It was then observed that the precision of the estimate was within

the desired error range. The circuit was observed to be accurately estimating the resistance of the

liquid up to the 4th decimal place with an error from the 5th decimal place. Additionally, to test
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the robustness of the circuit to noise, noise sources were added appropriately throughout the

circuit to simulate thermal noise in resistors, and also the ideal operational amplifiers were

replaced with their noisy counterparts by appropriate modeling. The voltage source was also

modelled to represent noise in voltage generation.The results of the circuit in the presence of

noise were also found to be precise up to the 4th decimal place with an error of less than ±0.0001

Ohm, indicating that the circuit was noise-tolerant as well. An ADC shall be used to measure the

outputs of the instrumentation amplifier and current-to-voltage converter. The precision of the

ADC affects the precision of the estimate of the resistance of the liquid.
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Chapter-1

Introduction
Sensors play an important role in our lives. Almost all experiments that are performed make use

of sensors to obtain information about some physical quantity that is used to formulate and test

theories in science. The quality of a sensor is determined by how accurate, precise and robust the

sensor is. Now that we know the basic requirements of a good sensor, we shall focus on the

sensors used for measuring conductivity of liquids in general, with an emphasis on seawater.

First, we shall see why it is important to measure conductivity of liquids. Consider seawater for

example. Knowledge of the conductivity of seawater at any place in the sea gives us an insight of

the quality of water at that place. This is essential to detect any toxic substances in water which

might harm the animals living in that region. Conductivity measurements in freshwater lakes,

rivers and ponds are a rapid and convenient way to detect pollution events or other changes in

the system. Additionally, conductivity of seawater also determines its salinity. Salinity is a

measure of the amount of salts dissolved in water. Since conductivity of water is directly

influenced by the salts present in water, conductivity is an indirect measure for salinity. Salinity

of water affects its temperature and density, thereby affecting the circulation of ocean currents.

These ocean currents are an indicator of how heat is transported across the oceans of the world,

thereby affecting the world’s climate. Thus, the consequences of measuring the conductivity of

seawater at various places can ultimately be helpful in predicting the ocean currents and the

climate as well. In industries such as aquaculture, where aquatic life is grown and maintained in

large pools of water, it is important to monitor the salinity of water continuously. Thus, we can

observe that the sensor for measuring conductivity of water must be accurate, precise, robust and

also quick. Keeping these requirements in mind, we propose a circuit that is capable of

measuring quickly and accurately the conductivity of liquids using contactless probes.

1.1 Background and Literature Survey

Conductance of a material is defined as the ratio of the current flowing through the material and

the voltage across it. Its unit is Siemens (S) . Conductivity is defined as LxG/A, where G is the

conductance of the material in S, L is the length of the material in meters across which the

voltage is applied and A is the cross-sectional area of the material in square meters. Thus, the SI
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unit of conductivity is S/m. This definition shall be used to compute the conductivity of the

material from its conductance. Additionally, conductance is defined as the inverse of the

resistance of the material. Resistance is defined from Ohm’s Law as R = V/I where V is the

voltage applied across the material when I is the current flowing through the material. Thus,

knowing R is equivalent to knowing G and thus knowing the conductivity of the material.

Throughout this paper, we shall focus on measuring R rather than conductivity since there is a

direct relationship between the two. With this knowledge we need to design a circuit to measure

the conductivity of liquids. We follow the same idea that is used to measure the conductivity of

liquids, namely, making use of Ohm’s Law to compute the resistance followed by computing the

conductivity. The prevalent approach is to apply a voltage across a column of the liquid and

measure the current flowing through it using probes. While measuring the conductivity of solids

has been easy to deal with, measuring the conductivity of liquids, especially seawater, poses a

challenge. This is because of the phenomenon of corrosion. The probes that are immersed in the

column of liquid to create a potential difference across the liquid tend to corrode over time,

leading to an inaccurate estimate of the resistance. Without corrosion, the estimated resistance

would be the voltage V - applied across the liquid, divided by I - the current flowing through the

liquid. However, due to corrosion, there is a layer of deposit on the probes. This implies that the

current which was originally flowing only through the liquid, now also has to flow through the

deposit. Thus the resistance measured is not just the resistance of the liquid but the resistance of

the liquid plus twice the resistance of the layer of deposit on a probe (since there are two probes).

Since it is neither practical nor economical to replace the probes frequently to counter corrosion,

we need a new method to measure the resistance of the liquid accurately while avoiding the

problems associated with corrosion entirely. This paper proposes a method to avoid this problem,

thereby making the process of measuring conductivity of liquids economically feasible and

practical. We have referred to the work done in the paper titled: Conductivity Measurement

Using Non-Contact Potential Electrodes and a Guard Ring [1]. We have improved upon the

results in the mentioned paper by resorting to a direct measurement method rather than the

feedback dependent method mentioned in the paper. We shall make use of some of the figures

from that paper in this thesis, wherever necessary.
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1.2 Objective

We aim to design and test a circuit that can measure conductivity of liquids in a contactless

manner to avoid corrosion and corrosion related measurement issues. The conductance measured

should be accurate to ± 0.0001 S. The circuit should be tested under various temperatures and

thermal noise conditions. The circuit should be capable of detecting a change in the capacitance

of the probes, indicating that the probes need to be replaced when necessary. Primarily, the

circuit should be accurate in the range of 40 to 60 Ohm of liquid resistance, since this circuit is

designed to measure the resistance/conductivity of seawater whose nominal resistance range is

40 to 60 Ohm. NOTE: All the work including design of circuit and testing it has been done

through simulation using LTSpice [2]. The circuit is yet to be implemented on a physical

breadboard for further testing.

1.3 Structure of the Thesis

We shall start by going through the design of the proposed circuit followed by a detailed

explanation of the same. Two approaches have been used to measure the voltage and current

through the fluid which shall be explained in detail one after the other with the results presented

for both approaches. The second approach was found to be more accurate than the first. Thus, we

shall focus on testing the robustness of the second approach to noise and temperature variation.

Next, we shall determine the ADC resolution needed to achieve the desired accuracy of ± 0.0001

S. Finally, we shall propose a method to detect a change in probe capacitances, to develop an

automated method that indicates when the probes need to be changed.

Note: The number of significant decimal values in the measurements has not yet been

determined. Thus, we let it remain as it is from the computation upto the maximum precision

that LTSpice [2] can compute. We haven’t trimmed to the desired significant figures in the

decimal places yet. It shall be done in the section for determining ADC resolution.
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Chapter - 2

Device Implementation, Testing and Results
In this chapter, we shall begin by explaining the proposed circuit design, followed by the results

in simulation for the circuit. We shall cover two different approaches that were made use of to

estimate the resistance/conductivity. The problem of estimating conductivity of the liquid shall

be treated as being equivalent to the problem of estimating resistance of the liquid for the sake of

simplicity. As mentioned earlier, knowing the resistance, the conductivity can be computed

directly with no error involved in the transformation.

2.1 Device Design

We require a circuit that can estimate the resistance of a liquid. Taking a look at the existing

methods, we see that they involve making use of a set of probes that are immersed in the liquid,

applying a potential difference across the liquid. This causes a current to flow through the liquid

which can be measured. Thus, knowing both the voltage across the liquid and the current through

it, the resistance is estimated as the ratio of the voltage to the current. Now, keeping in mind the

problem of corrosion, we know that the probes that apply voltage to the liquid cannot be relied

on to determine the voltage across the liquid. Thus, in our method, we propose using another set

of probes that are not immersed in the liquid but can inductively measure the voltage across any

section of the column of liquid. To make things clear, we shall name the probes to make it easier

to refer to them. We shall use P1 to denote the set of probes that are immersed in the liquid to

apply the potential difference and P2 to denote the set of probes that are insulated from the liquid

and use an inductive method to measure the voltage drop across any section of the liquid. The

probe set P1 consists of the electrodes TE (Excitation Electrode) and TR (Return Electrode),

while the probe set P2 consists of the electrodes T1 and T2. TG (Ground Electrode) is the

electrode connected to ground via the resistor RGround. Additionally, let T denote the tube which

encases the probes P2 within it while allowing the liquid to flow through it. The tube T can be

visualized as a pair of concentric hollow cylinders. The probes P2 are present in between the

outer and inner cylinders while the liquid flows through the inner cylinder of the tube. In this

manner, the probes (P2) that measure the voltage drop are not subject to corrosion the way the

probes (P1) that are immersed in the liquid are subject to corrosion. The current that flows
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through the liquid within the tube T is denoted by Ix. The voltage drop generated by the probes

P1 is denoted by Vs while the voltage drop across the section containing the probes P2 is

denoted by Vx. In figure 2.1, we refer to a figure from the paper [1], to better illustrate the

construction of the device.

Fig. 2.1 Probe Design Illustration

Ref: Conductivity Measurement Using Non-Contact Potential Electrodes and a Guard Ring [1]

As illustrated in Fig. 2.1, the electrodes T1 and T2 in probe set P2 are insulated from the liquid.

The electrode TR is connected to the current-to-voltage (I-V) converter to serve as a proxy for the

current Ix through the liquid.

Estimating the resistance of the liquid is the process of measuring Vx and Ix accurately and

taking their ratio and scaling it up appropriately. The assumption we make is that the resistance

of the liquid is proportional to Vx/Ix and thus, scaling it appropriately would give a good

estimate of the resistance. This scaling constant is fixed for all future measurements and needs to

be calibrated only once, making use of a standard solution of the liquid whose resistance at other

temperatures or at other places needs to be estimated.
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Fig. 2.2 Device Design Illustration

We shall now focus on the illustration in Fig. 2.2 to describe the device in detail for a better

understanding. The region shaded in blue in the above image is the tube T containing the liquid

in which the tube is immersed. The probes P2 are present within the tube and are insulated from

the liquid. The symbol Vx is used to denote the potential drop across the probes P2 within the

tube T. The wires of the probes are brought out of the tube and are modelled using a capacitor in

series with a resistor. The insulation between the liquid and electrode T1 is responsible for a

capacitance C1 and between the liquid and electrode terminal T2 is responsible for a capacitance

C2. The wire connected to the electrodes T1 and T2 have resistances Rinf1 and Rinf2

respectively. Therefore, the wires corresponding to the probes P2 are shown as the capacitance

C1 with the resistance Rinf1 connected to it and the capacitance C2 with the resistance Rinf2

connected to it. The names Rinf1 and Rinf2 are used to indicate that these resistances are very

high (of the order of MΩ). As shown in the illustration, there are two wires connected in between

[C1 and Rinf1] and [C2 and Rinf2]. These wires are connected to an instrumentation amplifier to

amplify the potential difference Vx across the probes P2. The section across which the probes P2

are connected has the potential drop Vx and its resistance is referred to as Rw. The symbols Rw1

and Rw2 denote the resistance of the liquid on either side of the probes. The probes P2 are

connected such that the length of the sections corresponding to Rw1 and Rw2 are exactly half the

length of the section corresponding to Rw (which is the same as the length of the section

corresponding to the probes P2) This ensures that Rw1=Rw2=Rw/2. The probes P1 which are

immersed on either end of the tube T are shown by the voltage source Vs in the diagram on the

left side and the wire going to the I-V (Current to Voltage) converter on the right side of the
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illustration. Since the tube T is immersed in the liquid, the liquid is outside the tube T as well,

though it is not shown in blue, to avoid confusion. Since the liquid is present outside the tube as

well, the current due to the voltage Vs flows not only through the tube as Ix but also outside the

tube (very close to the tube) and is modelled as the current through the resistor R-ground. The

current in the probes P1 is Ix which is sent to an I-V converter. The output voltage of the I-V

converter acts as a proxy of the current Ix through the liquid.

We shall model the illustration shown in Fig. 2.2 in the form of a circuit as shown in Fig. 2.3 .

Fig. 2.3 Schematic of device design

In Fig. 2.3, we have represented the earlier illustration in the form of a circuit with values

assigned to the resistors, voltage sources and capacitors. The peak value of the voltage source Vs

is a relatively small value of 200 milliVolts and not a high value like 5 Volts or so, to ensure that

the current Ix that flows through the liquid and enters the operational amplifier which is a part of

the I-V converter, is lower than the output current of the operational amplifier. C1 and C2 are

taken to be 1nF as that is the typical range of the probe capacitances. Rinf1 and Rinf2 are chosen

such that at the frequency of 10 kHz, the impedance of Rinf1 and Rinf2 is much larger than that

of capacitors C1 and C2. With this figure in mind, we shall proceed further to discuss the two

approaches used to measure the current Ix and the voltage Vx.

We used an op-amp for the I-V converter and LT6370 for the instrumentation amplifier.
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2.2 Peak Detection Method

In this approach, the outputs of the instrumentation amplifier and I-V converter are individually

passed through peak detector circuits to get the peak voltage values. Once the peak voltages are

obtained, Rw is estimated by scaling the ratio of these peak values. The circuit with the peak

detectors at the outputs of the instrumentation amplifier and the I-V converter is shown in Fig 2.4

Fig 2.4 Peak Detection Circuit Schematic
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The outputs of the peak detectors are made use of to estimate the resistance Rw (which serves as

the resistance of the liquid). In the table below, we vary Rw from 40 Ohm to 60 Ohm while

adjusting Rw1 and Rw2 such that Rw1=Rw2=Rw/2. The choice of Rw from 40 to 60 Ohm is

due to the reason that the dimensions of the tube are 20 cm in length and having a radius of 1.5 -

2 cm, and the value of seawater’s conductivity ranges from 46-72 mS/cm.The ratio of the peak

voltages i.e. output of peak detector connected to the instrumentation amplifier (Vina to denote

amplified Vx which is the output of the instrumentation amplifier) and output of the peak

detector connected to the I-V converter (referred to as Vc from now on) is noted down in the

column titled Ratio of peak voltages. Making use of the ratio of the peak voltages, we estimate

Rw by scaling the ratio of peak voltages appropriately.

Table 2.1 Peak Detection Method Estimates for Rw

From table 2.1, we can observe that the scaled Rw is quite precise for estimating the resistance

Rw upto 3 decimal places. However, it was found that this method is not reliable since it cannot

distinguish a resistance of 40 Ohm from a resistance of 40.0001 Ohm. This was observed to be

due to the instability of the peak detector output. Additionally, the simulation software was

observed to vary the peak detector outputs for multiple iterations with the same value of Rw. On

further analysis it was observed that changing values of probe capacitance had a major impact on

the accuracy of the peak detector circuit based approach. The probe capacitances are denoted by

C1 and C2 in the Fig 2.2 described earlier.
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Case 1: C1=C2

Table 2.2 Error due to change in capacitances with C1=C2

For C1 and C2 both below 1 nF, the error in estimated Rw is quite large, meaning that the

linearity assumed between the true value of Rw and the ratio of peak voltages of instrumentation

amplifier and I-V converter is no longer valid. Thus, we have to ensure that C1 and C2 are

strictly above 1 nF for this approach to be accurate.

Case 2: C1≠C2

Table 2.3 Error due to change in capacitances with C1≠C2

When C1 is not equal to C2 and both are above 1 nF each, the estimated Rw is close to true value

as long as C2 is within 10 times the value of C1. Thus, slight difference in the values of C1 and

C2 from each other is tolerable as long as both are above 1 nF each. From the results, we

understand that there is a need to detect whenever the probe capacitances fall below 1 nF. Thus,

we propose a method to do the same later on in this thesis in Section - 2.6 .

Due to the aforementioned issues with the Peak Detection Method, we came up with a more

robust method to estimate Rw, namely the RMS Computation Method.
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2.3 RMS Computation Method

In the Peak Detection Method, the drawback was the lack of stability with the peak detector

outputs. Since the outputs of the peak detectors serve as an estimate for the voltage Vx and the

proxy voltage Vc for the current Ix, any error in measuring Vx and Vc would lead to large error

in estimating the resistance Rw. Thus, we require a more stable and accurate measure of

Vina(amplified Vx which is the output of the instrumentation amplifier) and Vc. This led to the

idea of measuring the RMS (Root Mean Square) values of the voltages Vina and Vc. Instead of

the peak detector circuits at the outputs of the I-V converter and instrumentation amplifier, we

now have RMS computing circuits. In the simulation, since there was an in-built tool to measure

the RMS values of voltages in the circuit, we made use of the tool instead of connecting a new

RMS circuit to the outputs of the I-V converter and the instrumentation amplifier.

The LTSpice[2] schematic for the circuit is shown in Fig 2.5 on the following page .
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Fig 2.5 RMS Computation Method Schematic
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The circuit shown in Fig 2.5 was simulated and the RMS values of the voltages Vina and Vc

were noted down. The results are shown in table 2.4.

Table 2.4 Noiseless estimate of Rw by RMS computation method

From table 2.4, we can observe that the value of Rw is varied from 40 Ohm to 60.0001 Ohm,

selectively, choosing two values such that they differ by 0.0001 Ohm in resistance. This is to

check if the circuit can distinguish between the slightly different values of Rw. Vc1 is the input

voltage to the positive terminal of the instrumentation amplifier (INA) while Vc2 is the input

voltage to the negative terminal of the INA. Rw1 and Rw2 are maintained at Rw/2 for all values

of Rw. RMS(Vc1-Vc2) is simply the RMS value of Vx (Vx = Vc1-Vc2). Vi-v is an alternative

notation for the voltage Vc which is the output voltage of the I-V converter. We take the ratio of

RMS(Vx) and RMS(Vc) and estimate Rw by scaling this ratio appropriately. From the table, we

can observe that the estimated Rw is accurate to 4 decimal places.

This shows that with the RMS computation method, we can differentiate between Rw of 40 Ohm

and Rw of 40.0001 Ohm. As of now, we haven’t yet considered the impact of the instrumentation

amplifier. We measured the RMS value of Vx instead of Vina. This was done to ensure no noise

in the circuit due to the instrumentation amplifier to check if the RMS method is better than the

peak detection method. Since the results show that the RMS method is quite accurate, we now

proceed to include the instrumentation amplifier as well in the noise model and for temperature

analysis.

NOTE: We have chosen the RMS computation method over the peak detection method and will

stick to it for the rest of the thesis. All results after this point will be for the RMS computation

method alone.
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2.4 Testing Robustness of the RMS computation method

To test the robustness of this method with varying temperature, the circuit was simulated with the

temperature varying from 25° C to 125° C in steps of 20° C. The measurements were noted

down and used to estimate Rw. The results are tabulated below.

Table 2.5 Temperature varying estimate for Rw in RMS computation method

From the results in table 2.5, we can conclude that our circuit using the RMS method is robust to

temperature within our desired degree of precision. Thus, based on the simulation results the

circuit can be considered to be robust to temperature changes.

Now, we shall test the robustness of the circuit to noise. Noise in resistors, operational amplifiers

and voltage sources has been modelled based on standard noise analysis procedure stated in the

Texas Instruments manual for modelling noise in op-amps [3] by making use of the datasheet for

the op-amp IC LF347[4] and the voltage waveform generator AD5932 [5].

The schematic has been modified to model noise in the circuit. The schematic for the noisy

circuit is shown in Fig. 2.6 .
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Fig. 2.6 Noise model for RMS computation method schematic

Since the circuit is too large to be visible clearly in a single figure, it is shown in a series of

two figures (Fig. 2.7 and Fig. 2.8) on the following pages. Fig. 2.6 can be used as a guide to

connect the individual figures of the circuit in Fig. 2.7 and Fig. 2.8 . Fig. 2.7 is that of the bottom

left of the Fig. 2.6 including the I-V converter, while Fig. 2.8 is that of the inputs to the

instrumentation amplifier all the way till the output of the instrumentation amplifier.
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Fig 2.7 Noise model for RMS computation method schematic- Part 1
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Fig 2.8 Noise model for RMS computation method schematic- Part 2

23



The instrumentation amplifier IC LT6370 has been replaced by its internal circuit to model the

noise accurately. The measurements of the RMS values of the voltages at the output of the I-V

converter, the difference in voltage at the inputs of the instrumentation amplifier and the output

voltage of the instrumentation amplifier were noted.

The results are tabulated in table 2.6.

Table 2.6 Noisy RMS computation method estimates for Rw

Table 2.6 has been broken into two tables one below the other. The last column of the first table

is the same as the first column of the second table below it. The tables are meant to be read as

though they were stitched together continuously. The long table has been split into two to make

the numbers in the table legible. As stated earlier, Vx is Vc1-Vc2 and Vi-v is the same as Vc.

Vina is used to denote the output of the instrumentation amplifier. Here, we consider the effect of

the instrumentation amplifier as well. Thus, we have two different ratios. The first ratio is that of

RMS(Vx) and RMS(Vc) while the second ratio is that of RMS(Vina) and RMS(Vc). The first

ratio is treated as the ideal ratio and scaled appropriately to get the ideal estimate for Rw while

the second ratio is treated as the real ratio and scaled appropriately to get the real estimate for

Rw.

To model noise in the components, we chose LF347[4] for op-amps and AD5932[5] for the

voltage waveform generator. For modelling noise in the voltage source, the SNR value of a

voltage waveform generating circuit was noted down to be around 53 dB. To add more noise, we
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considered the SNR to be 50 dB instead of 53 dB. For an SNR of 50 dB, with the voltage source

Vs having a peak of 200 mV, the noise voltage peak comes out to around 0.633 mV. The noise is

modeled using arbitrary voltage generators in LTSpice[2] with the distribution of noise being

Gaussian White Noise.From the results, we can conclude that the effect of noise is minimal. The

estimate is accurate to the 4th decimal place as desired, with the error lying in the 5th decimal

place. Since the circuit has been tested to be robust, we now proceed to check how many decimal

places of voltage outputs need to be measured using an ADC to ensure that Rw is measured to

the desired precision.

2.5 Determining ADC Resolution

Table 2.7 ADC Resolution

Table 2.7 illustrates the values of RMS(Vina) and RMS(Vc) rounded up to either 5 or 6 decimal

places, depending on whether the ADC used has 17 bit resolution or 20 bit resolution

respectively. It has been found that measuring 6 decimal places of the voltages requires a 20 bit

ADC and the precision in the estimate of Rw is up to the 5th decimal place which is beyond what

is required. Measuring 5 decimal places of the voltages requires a 17 bit ADC and the precision

in the estimate of Rw is up to the 4th decimal place which matches the desired precision. Based

on the analysis so far, we believe that the circuit is robust to variation in temperature and noise.

Additionally, due to non-contact probes, the effect of corrosion is eliminated.

25



2.6 Detecting change in probe set (P2) capacitances

The probes in probe set P2 which are used to measure the voltage Vx need to have their

capacitances above a certain value for them to measure Vx accurately. Thus, if their capacitances

fall below this threshold, the circuit should be able to detect this anomaly and inform the user to

replace the probes. While it may appear that we have run into the issue of replacing probes again,

similar to the problem that exists with corrosion, the change in the capacitances of probe P2 are

not as frequent as in the case of corrosion. Thus, while the probes may still have to be replaced,

they won’t have to be replaced as frequently as they would have to be in the case of corrosion.

To detect the change in the capacitances C1 and C2 in the probe set P2, we varied C1 and C2 for

2 values of Rw (40 Ohm and 50 Ohm) and measured the voltages V1(voltage across Rinf1) and

V2 (voltage across Rinf2). In the table below, C1 and C2 are in Farad while V1 and V2 are in

milli volt and Rw,Rw1 and Rw2 are in Ohm.

Table 2.8 Detecting change in capacitance of probe set P2

From the data in table 2.8, we can observe that the standard values for V1 and V2 are in the

range of 140-150 mV and 40-50 mV, indicated in green. However, at 100 Hz, we see that if C1

or C2 falls below 1 nF, there is a sudden fall in V1 or V2 respectively. This is because the

impedance of capacitors with capacitance less than 1 nF is large in comparison to the Rinf1 and

Rinf2 at 100 Hz. Due to this, the voltage across Rinf1 and Rinf2, denoted by V1 and V2 in the

table fall drastically. This is a good method to detect change in C1 or C2 independently as can be

seen from the table, where changing C1 alone to 0.1 nF keeping C2 at 1 nF causes only V1 to fall

while leaving V2 at its standard value.

Since maintaining C1 and C2 above 1 nF might be difficult, we considered the possibility of

increasing Rinf1 and Rinf2 from 4.7 MΩ to 47 MΩ each. With Rinf1 and Rinf2 being 47 MΩ,
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the threshold of C1 and C2 falls further down from 1 nF to 0.1 nF, implying that unless either of

the probe capacitances falls below 0.1 nF, the circuit’s accuracy is within the desired range and

thus, the probes won’t have to be replaced.

With this, we conclude the work done in the project and present the conclusion of the work in the

following section.

2.7 Conclusion

Based on the results presented so far, we can conclude that the RMS computation method is

robust to noise and temperature variation. The contactless method proposed in this paper avoids

the problems associated with corrosion and is capable of accurately estimating the conductivity

of a liquid (within the error of ± 0.0001 S/m). We have also estimated the ADC resolution

required for the circuit’s estimate to be accurate to 4 decimal places and 5 decimal places.

Additionally, we proposed a method to detect change in capacitances of the probe set P2, to

replace them when necessary. While the work done so far is simulation based, we believe that the

results will be quite close to the scenario when the circuit is implemented on a physical

breadboard or PCB since the noise analysis has been performed thoroughly during the simulation

to model noise present in real circuits.
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Chapter-3

Summary and Future Scope

3.1 Summary
In this paper, we started off by discussing the importance of accuracy, precision, robustness and

quickness of sensors and sensing circuits in general. Then, we moved onto the specific area of

work this paper deals with, namely, designing a circuit that can estimate the conductivity of

liquids quickly and precisely in a non-contact manner. We stated the importance of conductivity

measurements of seawater as an example to emphasise the importance of the work being done in

this paper. The circuit was designed, keeping in mind the problems associated with corrosion of

probes in the existing methods to measure conductivity of liquids. We presented two different

approaches to estimate the conductivity of liquids with a special emphasis on seawater. The first

method - peak detection method - was neither accurate enough within the desired range of

precision nor robust. Thus, the second method - RMS computation method - was used to obtain

an accurate, precise and robust estimate of the conductivity. We transformed the problem of

measuring conductivity to the problem of measuring resistance since they are equivalent and one

can be directly derived from the other. We determined the ADC resolution required for the

accuracy within ± 0.0001 S or ± 0.0001 Ohm equivalently. Then, we proceeded to propose a

method to automatically detect the change in probe capacitances of the probe set P2 to indicate

potential error in measurement beforehand to the user. All the circuit modelling and simulations

were performed on LTSpice[1]. The noise modelling in circuits was performed using the manual

provided by Texas Instruments[3].

3.2 Future Scope
The work done so far was performed in a simulation environment. Thus, there is still work to be

done in terms of implementing the circuit on a PCB and testing the accuracy of the

measurements. One avenue for further improvement is in terms of finding a better way to

measure Vx and Ix apart from the RMS computation method, in case there is a need for an

accuracy better than ± 0.0001 S. However, we feel that other methods proposed would still rely

on an ADC with a much higher resolution than the one determined for the RMS computation

method, thereby making it infeasible. Another avenue for further improvement is in the design of
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better probes which have capacitances much higher than the standardly available 1 nF

capacitance probes.
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